FALL AND DEATH OF ROBESPIERRE
at that moment he held the Convention in the hollow
of his hand. A far-sighted commander would have dis-
regarded the order, would have arrested the members
of both Governing Committees and the ringleaders in
the Convention, kept the remainder under the menace of
his guns and asked for further orders. But Hanriot was
not the man to take such Napoleonic measures. With
the enemy in his grasp, and having only to solve the
problem what to do with him, he unclasped his hand
and let him go. He withdrew the sentries, swung about
his cannon, ordered the infantry to shoulder their
muskets, the cavalry to turn the heads of their horses,
and retired along the quay. Himself not daring to attack,
he put his trust in the hope that the Convention likewise
would not dare and there would be a compromise.
It must be conceded that the attitude of Robespierre's
enemies, at this time, was so little vigorous as to presage
such an issue. There is a passage in the report of Cour-
tois concerning the events of the 9th of Thermidor
which throws an interesting light upon this. When
Hanriot was captured he was led to the room of the
Committee of Public Safety. Far from showing any
great satisfaction at his capture, the Committee seemed
embarrassed. "What do you want us to do?" Billaud-
Varenne inquired testily. Barere added: "What do you
want, a summary execution?"— "That would be going
a little too far", said Billaud-Varenne. Robin (of the
Aube), who, with others, had brought in the prisoner,
angry at this irresolution, started to leave. Barere ran
after him, crying: "Have Hanriot taken back to the
» Committee of General Security. We are going to get
busy on the case."
It was with enthusiasm such as this that the Com-
mittee hailed the prisoner whose capture it had de-
manded "dead or alive"! At that stage of the proceed-
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